
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Christian tradition, it is remarkable to see the extent to which there are 

resemblances between the nature of the mother-child relationship and the foundations of 

God’s relationship with humans. 

Let us first reflect on the biological conception of the child in the maternal womb and see 

what is said in Genesis about this first covenantal gesture between the Creator and 

humanity: “So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created 

them; male and female he created them.” (Gn 1: 27). Like the conception of a baby, we 

see that creation first requires the gift of self. Therefore, as the child comes to life thanks 

to the genetic legacy that he receives from his parents, humanity, for its part, was created 

by receiving the feminine and the masculine qualities already present in God. 

Another example taken from the Old Testament is in Exodus, where we find other 

indications illustrating the presence of a maternal component in our bond with the 

Creator: “Yahweh passed before him (Moses) and proclaimed, “Yahweh, Yahweh, God 

of tenderness and compassion, slow to anger, rich in kindness and faithfulness; who 

maintains his kindness for thousands …” (Ex. 34: 6-7). 

In the Hebrew language of the time, the etymology of the words which are underlined are 

terms which designate the womb or the uterus of a woman. The word ‘mercy’ is related 

to all these words. The meaning of the word ‘mercy’ encompasses the feeling of 

attachment to another person as well as the compassion which it may illicit. 

The Latin translation of Mercy is Misericordia: miséria (misery, misfortune), cor (heart). 

Given that it sparks strong affective emotions, an array of familiar expressions use the 

word “heart” to qualify varying degrees of sensitivity and compassion towards those who 

are suffering and vulnerable: without heart, heartless, hard heart, broken heart, sensitive 

heart, a good heart, shows some heart, heartfelt gesture, hearts in the right place, etc. 

Over time, the image of the womb was replaced with that of the heart and henceforth, the 

incarnation of divine mercy would now be represented both by Christ Jesus and His 

mother the Virgin Mary, Mother of God and of Mercy. Consequently, the key role played 

by the mother-child relationship has shed more light on the bond that links us to God. 

The calling to a life of giving of oneself has continued to resonate in the heart of humans 

since the beginning of time. For Christians, the image of Christ on the Cross is the most 
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poignant ultimate symbol. He said: I have given you my Son who has given His life for 

you. 

Filled with deep faith and a unique charism, Rosalie answered the call by dedicating her 

whole life to “self-giving.” She entrusted an inspiring model of Mercy to us. This model 

was one by which assistance to a disadvantaged mother was done by drawing on the 

strengths of her relationship with her child. 

The roots of this parental presence are deep. Throughout history, these roots draw on the 

depths of the distant sources of humanity. Like Rosalie, we too can do all we can to 

ensure that the roots which nourish the tree will remain very much alive. 

“Does a woman forget her baby at the breast, or fail to cherish the son of her womb? 

Yet even if these forget, I will never forget you.”                                                                         

(Is 49:15) 

 

 

 


